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Then it would have been for the Opposition to say, " Of course it
is very serious, but if the Prime Minister demands it on a policy
on which we are agreed, it will be our duty to comply with his
request."
How would it be if we came back in three weeks' time, just
before the end of August so that we could all be in complete agree-
ment ? I should think it would be a pretty safe thing to adjourn
for a fortnight or three weeks now. Surely we are not going to ask
either that we should stay here night and day, or that we should
never come back. That is far too narrow a dilemma. Lord
Balfour used to say that this was a singularly ill-contrived world,
but that it was not so ill-contrived as that. I would like to endorse
the argument that it will not be so easy to recall Parliament once
it has been dispersed. The reason is that events move on from day
to day, and it is very difficult to say at what point a situation is
being created which requires the recall of Parliament. Moreover,
the recall of Parliament in the present circumstances will denote
a situation of the gravest emergency, because the Fleet is already
mobilised. The recall of Parliament will mean in all probability
that something has occurred which brings us right up against the
supreme decision.
I should have thought that it would be a matter of foresight
and prudent convenience to have had a day at the end of August
up your sleeve. If the date were the 22nd or 25th August, or
whatever it might be, then, if all is well, very few people need come.
The Ministers need not attend. After all, we are all in the same
boat. I noticed a sort of spirit on these benches to try and run this
matter through on ordinary party loyalty, but we are not going to
get through these troubles on the basis of party loyalty and calling
everyone who differs unpatriotic. If that sort of atmosphere were
created I am sure that it would be absolutely swept away by the
country.
I am very sensitive to the atmosphere of the House, and I think
that the effort ought to be to try to bring us as much together as
possible, and not to imagine that people will be deterred from saying
what they intend to say at any time because it causes unpopularity,
or because there is a sort of organised scowl directed at them. I
think it would be a very wise and prudent step from the point of
view of national administration to have this date which you could
put youi hand on if needed and, if not, it would pass off as nothing
but a needless formality. I suggest and hope that that may be
weighed and considered by my right hon. Friend.
There is only one thing more that I wish to say, and it is in the